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AMENDMENT 

Mail Stop Amoidment 
Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sin 

This Amendment is being filed in response to the Office Action mailed on 
March 16, 2005, the three-month shortened statutory period for response to which expires on 
June 16, 2005. 

Amendments to the claims are set forth in the listing of the claims that begins on page 2 
ofthis paper; and 

Remarics start at page 10 of ftis paper. 



Serial No. 10/777,994 

Therefore, each of claims 36-38, 46, and 47 is drawn to subject matter that, under 
35 U.S.C. § 103(a), is allowable ov«r the subject matter taught or suggested by Woodman, 



Claim 41 has been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) for reciting subject matter which is 
assertedly impatentable over that taught in Woodman, in view of teadiings from Kitamura and, 
further, in view of the purportedly admitted prior art and the teachings of Jaffin. 

Claim 41 is allowable, among other reasons, for depending indirectly from claim 31, 
which is allowable and, further, since Jaffin does not include any teaching or suggestion that 
would have motivated one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Woodman and 
Kitamura in the maimer that has been asserted. 



It is respectfully submitted that each of claims 1-20, 22-31, and 33-51 is allowable. An 
early notice of the allowability of each of these claims is respectfully solicited, as is an indication 
that the above-referenced plication has been passed for issuance. If any issues preventing 
allowance of the above-x^ferenced application remain which migiht be resolved by way of a 
telephone conference, the Office is kindly invited to contact the undersigned attorney. 



Kitamura, the purportedly admitted prior art, and Benson. 



Woodman. Kitamura. the Puroortedlv Admitted Prior Art and Jaffin 



CONCLUSION 




lly submitted. 
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